This exquisite structure which stands
outside the stream of Arab art, accord-
ing to Furgusson, is " perfect.........solemn

and solid, and one of the most impressive
buildings in the world both externally and
internally." To assume that the Dome
of the Rock is simply a Roman or Byzan-
tian type of structure copied directly
from the Pagan or Christian prototype
and executed by Christian craftsmen
throughout, is rather a rash assumption
in the opinon of M. S. Briggs.

0Now let us consider
those influences which impelled the Arabs
to use this type of structure for the first
time. When the Arabs came among such
people who expressed their religious devo-
tion by raising magnificent temples and
churches, it inspired these simple nomads
of the desert with a zeal to glorify the
Sacred Rock of Jerusalem with a build-
ing that should surpass in beauty and
grandeur all those of their subject races.
It was the first time that the Arabs used
a dome as an important architectural
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